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now ’published and is for consideration by the"Legislative
Council. It extends only to the Bombay Presidency. The
Council is to consist of 13 members, as follows: (a) a
president nominated by the Governor ; (b) six members
nominated by the Governor ; (0) four members nominated by
graduates of the University of Bombay ; and (d) two members
elected by the medical practitioners practising in Bombay.
No person is eligible to be a member of the Council unless he
is a member of one of the services or is a graduate or

licentiate of the University of Bombay. This clause excludes
an independent medical practitioner of any nationality or of
any European college or university, and is an injustice which
requires amendment. The members of Council are to be
elected for a term of five years..f:1 is the fee for registration.
A person convicted of grave unprofessional conduct may be
removed from the Register. No medical certificate is to be
valid, except that of a medical man on the Register. No one
can hold a hospital or other public medical appointment
unless he is on the Register. Every registrar of deaths has to
inform the registrar of the Council of the death of a

practitioner on the Register. All examining bodies have to
furnish any information required of them by the Council.
Any attempt to give false information to the registrar is

punishable by a fine of 300 rupees. The Council may make
rules as to any examination. The objects of the Bill are to
protect the public against irregularly qualified practitioners,
and to ascertain if practitioners have certain recognised
.qualifications stated in the schedule. It places no direct
restriction upon the practice of Indian vaids and hakims,
but will improve the status of those practising the Western
medical art. It places no obstacle on the recovery of fees
by unregistered persons. In this respect it is weak.

Oct. 8th,

THE ROYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS OF

ENGLAND.

THE PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION.

A special meeting of the Council of the Royal College
of Surgeons of England was held at the College on

Thursday afternoon, Nov. 9th. At this meeting the resigna-
tion by Sir Henry Butlin of his office as President, owing to
ill-health, was announced, and Mr. Rickman J. Godlee
was elected in his place. In accepting Sir Henry Butlin’s
resignation, the Council expressed its deep regret that he
should have felt himself compelled to curtail his term of

office, and its recognition of the ability, dignity, courage,
and courtesy with which, in spite of impaired health, he

had discharged his onerous duties as President.

Medical News.
FOREIGN UNIVERSITY INTELLIGENCE.-

Alabama Medical College : Dr. William F. R. Philips has
been appointed to the chair of Anatomy. -- Berlin: Dr.
Edmund Lesser, Director of the Dermatological Clinic, has
been promoted to be Ordinary Professor of Dermatology.-
Bonn: Dr. Ludwig Tobler, of Heidelberg, has been offered
an Extraordinary Professorship of Children’s Diseases.-

Diisseldnrf (Academy of Prract’ical Medicine): Dr. Emil
Ballowitz, Professor of Anatomy in Miinster, has been

appointed to the chair of Topographical Anatomy.
ASYLUMS IN DIFFICULTY.-Owing to all the

county asylums in Lancashire being crowded the Lancashire
asylums board found it imperative to construct a new asylum,
and Walley was fixed on as a site as early as 1902. Since
then opposition from the residents of the district and delay I
in passing the plans by the Commissioners in Lunacy prevented
a start being made with the work until a year ago. when the
contract was let to a large building firm for &pound;355,846. It
was expected that it would take three and a half vears to
complete the building, of which less than one-third has been

constructed during the past year. It has just been officially

announced at Preston by the Lancashire asylums board that
the contractors have paid off their men and stopped the work
of building the asylum. The Derbyshire county council
decided to build a large lunatic asylum in the Hope Valley
to accommodate 800 inmates at a cost of &pound;240,000. Some
opposition has been offered by some of the residents, but the
county council intends to persevere with the scheme and carry
it through.
ROYAL COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS OF LONDON.-The

lectures before the College for next year are, as at present
arranged, as follows: Goulstonian, Dr. H. G. Adamson ;
Lumleian, Dr. Percy Kidd ; Croonian, Mr. L. S. Dudgeon ;
Milroy, Dr. F. A. Bainbridge; Horace Dobell, Dr. 0. J.

Martin ; Fitz-Patrick, Dr. Raymond Crawfurd; Oliver-
Sharpey, Sir Ronald Ross.

SOCIETY OF MEMBERS OF THE ROYAL COLLEGE OF
SURGEONS OF ENGLAND.-At the annual general meeting of
the Fellows and Members of the Royal College of Surgeons of
England on Thursday next Dr. Joseph Smith, President of
the above society, will move a resolution affirming the

desirability of admitting Members to direct representation on
the Council.

COLONIAL MEDICAL SERVICES.-West African
Medical Staff : Dr. E. Slack, medical officer, Gold Coast,
has resigned, and Dr. C. S. Thompson, medical officer,
Southern Nigeria, has retired. Mr. A. G. Eldred, medical
officer, Gold Coast, has been transferred to the Nyasaland
Protectorate. The following officers have been promoted:
Dr. J. A. Clough, medical officer, Southern Nigeria, to be a
senior medical officer, Gold Coast ; Mr. J. W. Collett,
medical officer, Southern Nigeria, to be senior medical
officer, Sierra Leone ; Mr. C. F. Watson, medical
officer, Northern Nigeria, to be a senior medical officer,
Northern Nigeria ; and Dr. W. H. A. Gordon-Hall, medical
officer, Northern Nigeria, to be a senior medical officer,
Northern Nigeria. The following have been selected for

appointment to the staff: Dr. E. C. Braithwaite (Southern
Nigeria), Dr. B. J. Courtney (Northern Nigeria), and Dr.
H. R. M. Ferguson (Southern Nigeria). Other Cnlonies and
Protecturates : The following have been selected for appoint-
ment : Dr. A. Barber, as a medical officer in the Straits

Settlements ; Dr. G. E Craig, as a medical officer in British
Guiana; Dr. F. W. Falconer, as a house surgeon in the
Federated Malay States; Dr. A. Mathieson, as a medical
officer in the Straits Settlements; Dr. R. F. Priestley, as a
medical officer with the work of a house surgeon in the
Straits Settlements ; Dr. S. P. Proctor, as a supernumerary
medical officer in Trinidad ; and Dr. C. J. Smith, as a house
surgeon in the Federated Malay States.

A HEALTH CONFERENCE AND EXHIBITION.&mdash;
A biennial conference and exhibition is to be held
under the patronage of Her Royal Highness Princess
Christian of Schleswig-Holstein at the Horticultural Hall,
Westminster, on June 24th, 25th, 26th, and 27th, 1912.
The conference, which will extend over the four days,
will deal with (1) the health of infants ; (2) the health
of boys and girls ; (3) public health ; and (4) the care

and cure of the sick ; and it and the exhibition are

intended to appeal to all classes. Opportunity will
be given for the discussion of the higher technical and
scientific subjects connected with public health, but the
chief aim is to illustrate the simple practical methods of
hygiene and sanitation which are attainable by even the
humblest households, if only the inmates are willing and
anxious, by regarding elementary principles, to insure good
health to themselves and their children, and by this
means to help toward maintaining a sound and healthy
race. The cooperation of all public health bodies and
officials, as well as local health organisations, through-
out the country, is being sought. Among the exhibits
will be cookery demonstrations, first aid and home nursing,
creche life, a model home and how to clean it, healthy
occupations for boys and girls, and the methods whereby a
knowledge of simple domestic hygiene may be applied to
everyday life. Representatives of health organisations are
invited to communicate with the promoter and organising
secretary to the conference and exhibition, Miss R. V. Gill,
and to suggest any subjects for discussion, and to offer any
advice upon the methods which may be adopted to ensure the
practical utility of the exhibition. Space will be allotted to
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the exhibits of philanthropic bodies and workers in order
that every opportunity may be afforded to give publicity to
such work as may benefit the community. Communications

relating to the conference and private exhibits should be
addressed to Miss Gill; communications regarding trade ex-
hibits to the business manager, Mr. Frank Virgo, at 35,
Ludgate-hill, London, E. C.

Apollinaris Water has received the Grand
Prix at the Dresden Exhibition.

MEDICAL MAGISTRATE.-The Lord Chancellor
has appointed Mr. Carey Pearce Coombs, M.D. Lond.,
M.R C.S. Eng., of Castle Cary, a justice of the peace for the
county of Somerset.
ROYAL COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS OF IRELAND.-

At the meeting of the President and Fellows of the Royal
College of Physicians of Ireland held on Nov. 3rd, Mr.
Charles Greer, F.R.C.S.I., was admitted to the Member-
ship of the College and Mr. R. J. Cyriax and Dr. L. S. Modi
were admitted Licentiates in Midwifery.
LONDON (ROYAL FREE HOSPITAL) SCHOOL OF

MEDICINE FOR WOMEN.-The council of this school has

appointed Dr. Walter d’Este Emery to be Lecturer in General
Pathology, and Dr. W. H. B. Stoddart to be Lecturer in
Mental Pathology.-The St. Dunstan’s trustees have awarded
an Exhibition, tenable at the Medical School, to Miss N.
Gibson, and a special grant to Miss Joyce B. Reed. The
School Scholarship has been awarded to Miss Joyce B. Reed.
- The Mabel Webb Research Scholarship has been awarded
to Miss C. Leetham, who will carry out research in

physiology in the Physiological Department.
DEATHS OF EMINENT FOREIGN MEDICAL MEN.-

The deaths of the following eminent foreign medical men are
announced :-Dr. C. J. Auffret, formerly Inspector-General
of the French Army Medical Service.-Dr. Caspary, formerly
professor of dermatology in K&ouml;nigsberg.-Dr. Max Jaffe,
professor of pharmacology and medical chemistry in the

University of Berlin, aged 70. He was the author of many
original papers on pharmacological subjects, and enjoyed a
very extensive practice, patients coming to him from Russia
and other foreign countries. His advice, too, was constantly
sought by Berlin practitioners, amongst whom he was very
popular.-Dr. Getto, who is supposed to be the Nestor of
German medical men, has died at Deidesheim, aged 98.-
Dr. A. W. C. Berns, of Utrecht, aged 74, who during the

Franco-German War established a hospital at Dusseldorf for
the sick and wounded, and was afterwards a professor in
Freiburg. In his youth he had been a minister in Holland,
where he was born and educated both for the Church and for
medicine, taking his medical degree in Utrecht in 1869. He
returned to Holland in 1876, and practised for several years
in Amsterdam.

Parliamentary Intelligence.
NOTES ON CURRENT TOPICS.

National Insurance Bill.
THE House of Commons continues to make steady progress with the

National Insurance Bill under the closure resolution. The debates are

proceeding with greater smoothness than was anticipated at the com-
mencement of the autumn session. Many of the clauses which are now
being disposed of contain technical details of machinery. The principal
points of controversy in which the medical profession are closely con-
cerned will, it appears, not be reviewed until the report stage. Mr.
McKINNON WooD, who as Secretary to the Treasury is acting on behalf
of the Chancellor of the Exchequer at question time, has stated that
points of detail arising out of the decision of the Committee concerning
the relations between the Friendly Societies and the medical profession
have been under discussion and will be dealt with on report.
On Tuesday, Nov. 7th. the House of Commons had before it the

amended proposals of the Government with regard to the inclusion of
soldiers and sailors within the provisions of the National Insurance Bill.
The weekly deduction from pay is to be 1&frac12;d. Maternity benefits will
be given to the wives of soldiers and sailors. Men who have been mem-
bers of approved societies are to have their contributions credited to
their own societies, and this will enable the societies to admit them
when discharged to full benefits. Men who do not join societies will be
allowed to be members of a Navy and Army Insurance Fund. Although
no charge for sanatorium benefit will be made upon the contributions in
respect of men while serving, it is intended that such men should, if

they contract tuberculosis during service be given treatment in the
sanatoriums provided under the scheme, and that the cost of such treat-
ment should be borne by Army and Navy votes.
Owing to the time absorbed by the discussion of the scheme for

soldiers and sailors, no opportunity was available before the closure
resolution took effect to consider the details of Clauses 41 and 42.
Clause 41 relates to the constitution of the Insurance Commissioners, -

but on the motion of Mr. LLOYD GEORGE it was amended so as to pro-
vide that one of the Commissioners at least should be "a duly qualified
medical practitioner who has had personal experience of general
practice."
Clause 42 sets up an Advisory Committee for the purpose of giving the

Insurance Commissioners advice and assistance in connexion with the

making and altering of regulations. It was originally proposed that
the committee should consist of "representatives of associations of

employers and approved societies and of such other persons as the
Commissioners may appoint." By an amendment proposed by ther
Chancellor of the Exchequer, "duly qualified medical practitioners
who have personal experience of general practice" are included
specifically amongst the categories of persons to be appointed to the
Advisory Committee.
A very vigorous protest was entered in the House of Commons on

Wednesday, Nov. 8th, on the relatively smaller representation of
the Local Health Committees which Mr. LLOYD GEORGE’S new

proposals give to the medical profession. As amended Clause 43

(appointment of Local Health Committees) provides that-
" Such number of the members of the committee as the Insurance

Commissioners having regard to the circumstances of each case deter-
mine (but in no case less than 24 or more than 48) shall be appointed
in such manner as may be prescribed by regulations of the Insurance
Commissioners so as to secure representation of the insured persons
resident in the county or county borough who are members of approved
societies, and who are deposit contributors in proportion, as nearly as
may be, to their respective numbers; and the regulations so made
shall provide for conferring on the approved societies which have
members resident in the county or county borough the power of

appointing the representatives of such members, and, where an
association of the deposit contributors resident in the county or
county borough has been formed under such regulations as aforesaid
for conferring on such association the power of appointing the repre-
sentatives of the deposit contributors.

2. Of the remaining members of the committee, who shall not exceed
two-thirds of the number of members appointed in manner aforesaid,
one-half shall be appointed by the council of the county or county
borough, two shall be elected in manner provided by regulations made
by the Insurance Commissioners, either by any association of duly
qualified medical practitioners resident in the county or county
borough which may have been formed for that purpose under such
regulations, or if no such association has been formed by such
practitioners, and the others shall be appointed by the Insurance
Commissioners.
Provided that the members appointed by the council of the county or

county borough shall consist wholly or in part of members of the local
sanitary authorities and two at least shall be women, and of the mem-
bers appointed by the Insurance Commissioners one at least shall be a
duly qualified medical practitioner and two at least shall be women.

3. The Insurance Commissioners may, where any part of the cost of
medical benefit or sanatorium benefit is defrayed by the council of the
county or county borough, increase the representation of the council
and make a corresponding diminution in the representation of the

insured persons."
’, The effect of this change is to increase greatly the standard of

numbers on the Local Health Committees, and to give the pre-

ponderating control in them to the Friendly Society element. There
is no corresponding increase in the medical representation. Before
the change was made Sir PHILIP MAGNUS described it as a

"betrayal" of the interests of the medical profession. Sir ROBERT
FINLAY regarded it as the re-introduction of the Friendly Society
control which was acutely resented by the doctors. Mr. LLOYD GeORGE
denied that there was any breach of faith involved in giving a majority
to the insured persons, but Sir ROBERT FlKLAY declared that the

right honourable gentleman would not have satisfied the medical

profession if it had had the new scheme before it. The Chancellor’s
amendment was carried. The Government has indicated its readiness
to adopt the designation" Insurance Committee" instead of "Local
Health Committee." 

-

HOUSE OF LORDS.

THURSDAY, NOV. 2ND.
, The Indian Sanitary Commissioner.

i 
Earl CURZON. in the course of a speech raising several points in

regard to Indian administration, asked the Secretary of State for India
what decision he had come to in respect to the reported decision of the
Government of India to aboiish several superior offices. Amongst
those offices was that of the Sanitary Commissioner.
The Alarquis of CREWE, in the course of his reply, said that the ques-

tion of centralisation or of procincialism was not involved as

reg-"ried the Sanitary Commissioner. The proposal submitted to him
in this case was that instead of having a director-general of the medical


